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Western will find out how much 
money it will cost to rebuild Snell 
Hall.
By Ch r i s By r n e
Herald reporter
Jessica Dilsaver said that on 
a trip to Venezuela, she saw 
a 12-year-old boy who looked 
like he was about 8 because his 
growth was stunted.
His ribs stuck out, and he 
had a potbelly from not eating 
enough.
“I gave him a granola bar, 
and he looked at it like it was 
filet mignon,” said the junior 
from Bowling Green, Ohio.
Dilsaver witnessed poverty 
firsthand on her trip, which drew 
her to the 30 Hour Famine.
Dilsaver was one of the stu-
dents who participated in the 30 
Hour Famine, the debut event 
of a new student organization 
called Taking The Initiative: 
Global AIDS and Poverty.
The event challenged stu-
dents, staff and the community 
to fast for 24 hours to under-
stand what poverty stricken 
people go through.
Group leaders said they 
shortened the fast to 24 hours 
because it fit students’ sched-
ules better. It was easier to meet 
at 6 p.m. on two consecutive 
days rather than noon one day 
and 6 p.m. the next.
The 30 Hour Famine is a 
worldwide event hosted by 
World Vision, a Christian relief 
group. Participants collect 
money from sponsors to sup-
port World Vision.
Nashville senior Jessie 
Kimbro said organization lead-
ers wanted their first event to be 
based on a proven technique.
Kimbro is one of seven co-
founders and the president of 
the organization.
Group organizes fast 
to raise poverty awareness
S e e  F a S t ,  p a g e  9
By Katie BrandenBurg
Herald reporter
Last year was a good one for faculty across 
the nation. 
Pay raises were higher than inflation for the 
first time in three years. This year is also looking 
up for Western employees.
Western’s preliminary budget would allow for 
a merit salary increase of 4 percent for faculty 
and staff.
Last year, the average faculty salary increased by 
3.8 percent, according to the American Association 
of University Professors. The average inflation 
rate for last year was 3.2 percent, according to 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis. The 
estimate for this year is 2 percent. 




Wage raise is largest funding 
increase in next year’s budget
S e e  S a l a r i e S ,  p a g e  9
By Ka t i e Br a n d e n B u r g
Herald reporters
Administrators are making their New Year’s 
resolutions a little late.
A new strategic plan will be presented to the 
Board of Regents for approval at its July meeting, 
President Gary Ransdell said.
The new plan will make projections and goals 
for Western’s progress from 2007 through 2012, 
he said.
The board will also vote on a new vision, mis-
sion and statement of purpose for Western at its 
meeting April 27.
Western’s new goals for its strategic plan 
are to increase student learning; grow a high 
quality, diverse and engaged student body; enrich 
Progress 
plan to be 
presented
Western looking to the future 
with new strategic plan
S e e  p l a n ,  p a g e  6
Remembering
Western students grieved with 
the nation at the loss of their peers 
one state away. 
Hilltoppers saw the tragedy 
unfold in nearly every media 
outlet.
A lone, disturbed student took 
guns into a dorm room and later into 
a classroom at Virginia Polytechnic 
Institute and State University on 
Monday morning. He shot more 
than 60 people. In the end, 33, 
including him, were dead. Fifteen 
remain hospitalized.
Nearly 3,000 Western students 
lit candles last night at DUC North 
Lawn, hours after about 30,000 
mourners at Virginia Tech did the 
same.
Daniel Houghton/Herald
“You can fish for a day for a man, and he will eat for a day, but if you teach the man to 
fish, he can eat for a lifetime,” said Nashville senior Jessie Kimbro, left. Kimbro, along with 
Erica Wright, middle, and Rosemary Childress, right, helped organize an event where stu-
dents chose to fast for 30 hours to benefit starving children in Africa as a part of the World 
Vision Foundation.
Students participate in worldwide event
By nina BosKen, Corey Paul
and MiChael hall u herald rePorters
Campuses unite to mourn tragedy
Photo submitted by Chet White
(Above right) Beginning at 8 p.m., thousands of people gath-
ered together on the Drillfield in front of Burruss Hall on Virginia 
Tech’s campus. 
(Above left) Lanie Pecker, a junior at Virginia Tech, waits for 
the convocation ceremony to begin in Cassell Coliseum the day 
after the shooting as students read about the incident in The 
Collegiate Times, Virginia Tech’s school paper.
For coverage of how Virginia Tech 
students are coping, see page 6.
S e e  t r a g e d y ,  p a g e  1 1
Greg Barnette/Herald
Students and faculty of Western attend a vigil in support of Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. Students were also 
encouraged to sign banners to be sent to Virginia Tech. 
Photo by Matt Fields-Johnson
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Today’s sudoku sponsored by
grad fair
Extended Campuses:
Elizabethtown: March 28   3-4:30 (EST)
Glasgow: March 28   4:30-6:00 (CDT)
Owensboro: March 29   4:30-6:00 (CDT)
Downing University Center:














Mark your calendars: 
SPRING JOB FAIR
When? Wed. March 28  1:00-4:00
Where? South Campus at the
Carroll Knicely Conference Center 
Who? All WKU students and Alumni 
are invited to attend.
Don’t forget to 
pick up your 
cap & gown!
Getting ready to walk the line was never so easy.
Fill in the grid so that every row, every column
and every 3x3 box contains the digits 







u Lecture: First Amendment Attorney 
Jon Fleishchaker, 8:30 a.m. today, 
Mass Media Hall
u Lecture: Hays T. Watkins, visiting 
CEO, 11:10 a.m. today, Grise Hall 
auditorium
u Greek Week events day, 4 p.m. 
today, DUC South Lawn
u KMEA Band Festival, 8 a.m. 
tomorrow and Saturday, Van Meter Hall 
and Garrett Conference Center
u Professional bull riding, 7:30 p.m. 
tomorrow and Saturday, Agricultural 
Exposition Center
B e y o n d  t h e  H i l lthousand wordsa
Crime reportst
Reports
u A fire alarm went off in McLean 
Hall on April 18. Smoke from stu-
dents cooking was the cause.
u Leslie Smith, Big Lots, 
reported on April 17 burglary in the 
second degree when a man removed 
the lock from a fire door and left 
with a cart full of merchandise. The 
value of the theft is unknown.
u Verlenteez L. Williams, 
Barnes-Campbell Hall, reported on 
April 17 burglary in the second 
degree when a compact disc player 
and $50 were stolen from his room. 
The value of the theft was $150.
u A woman in Bemis Lawrence 
Hall reported harassing communica-
tions on April 17.
u Quinton J. Owens, Barnes, 
reported on April 17 burglary in the 
second degree when his laptop was 
stolen from his room. The value of 
the theft was $400.
u Devin M. Joseph, Poland 
Hall, reported on April 17 a theft 
when her license plate was stolen 
from her 2001 Mitsubishi Spyder in 
the Poland lot.
u Joshua L. Rathert, Smiths 
Grove, reported on April 16 a theft 
of more than $300 when two text-
books were stolen from his blue 
1994 Ford Taurus in the Kentucky 
Street lot. The value of the theft 
was $300.
u A woman in Northeast Hall 
reported on April 16 harassing 
phone calls and e-mails.
u Wren M. Burnett, state 
Highway 185, reported on April 
16 a theft of more than $300 when 
a compact disc player and 80 com-
pact discs were stolen from his 
white 1990 Honda Civic in the 
Russellville Road lot. The value of 
the theft was $1,100.
u A fire alarm went off in 
Bates-Runner Hall on April 13. 
Smoke from students cooking was 
the cause.
Hundreds of media correspondents swarmed in Blacksburg, Va., on Monday after the deadliest school shooting in U.S. history at Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University. 
Students and Blacksburg residents were approached by news 
teams from around the world with questions of “How do you feel?” 
and “Did you know any of the victims?” Some students took the 
questions with ease, others turned away in disgust.  
Students organized a candlelight vigil at the Drillfield Tuesday 
night. 
“Go away, you vultures!” was heard from students and parents 
when a cameraman wouldn’t leave after being asked several times. 
Camera lights popped, and the questions started when the vigil 
ended. No matter how emotional people were, many reporters per-
sisted.  Students suspect that the media will stay through the semes-
ter or even the year.
“This is a lot more coverage than I suspected,” said Michael 
Dubas, a freshman from Newport News, Va. Some people said the 
more that the reporters persisted in their interviews with the people 
of Blacksburg, the less they wanted to talk about the murders. 
Scott McIntyre is a sophomore photojournalism major from 
Louisville. He can be reached at scott.mcintyre@wku.edu.
And Early Times takes the lead...






























































Official 2007 Kentucky 
Derby Glass
only $2.99
Official Early Times Mint Julep
Available
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By Su S i e La u n
Herald reporter
Parking on campus can be 
a hassle, but with more biking 
options some of those hassles 
could be eliminated.
Parking Services is working 
on getting more facilities for 
cyclists on campus, said Ginny 
Griffin, operations manager for 
Parking Services.
Parking Services wants to pro-
mote active commuting, which 
includes walking, biking and 
Rollerblading to campus, she said.
The plans to increase active 
commuting are still in early 
stages, she said.
A survey was sent out to 
faculty, staff and students about 
bicycle use on campus as a way 
for a graduate research meth-
ods class to get experience in 
the field, said Raymond Poff, 
associate physical education 
and recreation professor, who 
teaches the class.
About 421 people respond-
ed to the survey, and the results 
will be sent to parking and 
transportation at the end of the 
semester, he said.
The purpose of the survey is 
to find out what kind of things 
would help increase the number of 
cyclists on campus, Griffin said.
Possibilities include building 
a bike shop, lockers and show-
ers so students riding bikes to 
campus would be able to clean 
up before class, Griffin said.
There aren’t currently many 
options for students who ride 
bikes to school, she said.
Parking Services will add 60 
bike racks to campus in May or 
June, Parking Services Director 
Jennifer Tougas said.
The Greenways Commission 
of Bowling Green is in the design 
phase of adding a bike path 
that goes from Creason Street 
to South Campus, Greenways 
Commission Coordinator Helen 
Siewers said.
The Greenways Commission 
works to beautify the city and 
county, according to its Web site.
The bike path will also serve 
the local cyclists because the 
path will go near a commercial 
area, an elementary school and 
a park, she said.
About $368,000 for the bike 
path came from a federal grant, 
she said.
The design was supposed 
to be complete at the end 
of April, but it probably 
won’t be finished until May 
or June because of delays, 
Siewers said. 
Construction on the path 
should begin sometime this 
year, but no date has been set, 
she said.
The Greenways Commission 
also asked for a federal grant of 
$1.25 million to extend the bike 
path to the rest of campus and to 
Greek Village, she said.
Siewers said she doesn’t 
know when she’ll find out if the 
commission got the grant.
Reach Susie Laun
at news@wkuherald.com.
Parking services hopes 
cycling alleviates shortage
Facilities
Three arrested after robbery
By aL e x Fo n t a n a
Herald reporter
A Western student was 
robbed near Downing University 
Center at about 1:30 Wednesday 
morning.
Oak Grove freshman 
Isadora Rivera parked her 
car in the Creason lot and 
was walking to Minton Hall 
when three men and a juve-
nile followed her, said Maj. 
Mike Wallace, field opera-
tions commander for campus 
police. When she was near 
DUC and Minton, one of the 
men grabbed her cell phone, 
camera, iPod and car keys.
The two men and the juve-
nile did not use weapons dur-
ing the robbery, Wallace said. 
The men and juvenile aren’t 
Western students, he said.
After the robbery, she ran 
inside Minton and called cam-
pus police. The suspects fled, 
but they were arrested near Keen 
and Poland halls. They were 
lodged in the Warren County 
Regional Jail.
Wallace said Joshua D. 
Embry was charged with sec-
ond-degree robbery, third-
degree criminal trespassing, ter-
roristic threatening and alcohol 
intoxication in a public place. 
Ryan L. Embry and the juve-
nile were charged with second-
degree robbery and third-degree 
criminal trespassing.
Both Joshua and Ryan Embry 
were being held on $10,000 
cash bonds, and they were still 
at the jail Wednesday night. 
Information about the juvenile 
was not able to be obtained 






By Su S i e La u n
Herald reporter
The search committee might 
not have to look any further for 
a new associate vice president 
for academic affairs. 
Three candidates are partici-
pating in public forums in late 
April and early May. Everyone 
is invited to the forums.
A new vice president will be 
chosen from these candidates, 
Provost Barbara Burch said. She 
said the candidates will each 
spend two- and a-half days on 
campus being interviewed and 
getting to know the campus and 
administrators.
The candidates are William Ivy 
from Oklahoma State University, 
Margaret Toston from Central 
Connecticut State University and 
Dean Kahler, director of admis-
sions from Western.
Western has been searching 
for a new vice president since 
Luther Hughes announced his 
retirement to Burch on Jan. 29 
after being accused of sexual 
harassment, the Herald previ-
ously reported.
Ivy is the assistant vice pres-
ident for enrollment manage-
ment and is scheduled for on-
campus interviews from Sunday 
to Tuesday.
Ivy has been at his present post 
since September 2003, according 
to his resumé. He also worked at 
Oklahoma State as the interim 
vice president from August 2005 
until January 2006.
Toston has worked as the vice 
president for student affairs since 
2004, according to her resumé. 
Toston is scheduled to be at 
Western on April 29 to May 1.
In her resumé, Toston said 
she is ready for more respon-
sibility and the chance to use 
creative and innovative means 
to achieve success.
Kahler has been at Western 
since April 2002, when he became 
the director in the office of admis-
sions, according to his resume. 
His forums are scheduled from 
May 8-10.  
In his resumé, Kahler said 
he’s qualified for the position 
because of his knowledge of 
issues facing higher education 
and the needs of students.
The candidates couldn’t be 
reached for comment.
Burch said she’s delighted 
that these candidates are com-
ing to Western for the chance to 
fill such an important position.
Reach Susie Laun
at news@wkuherald.com.
Forums will discuss 
three V.P. hopefuls
Plus/minus decision to 
be announced today
Students and faculty will 
either be celebrating or admit-
ting defeat today.
Provost Barbara Burch said 
she will announce her decision 
on whether to implement the 
plus/minus grading system at 
the University Senate meeting.
The meeting is at 3:45 p.m. 
in the Garrett Ballroom.
The University Senate voted 
36-23 at its March 22 meeting to 
implement the plus/minus grad-
ing system. Burch must approve 
the system for it to go into effect. 
University Senate 
Chairwoman Michelle Hollis 
said the senate meetings are 
open for all students and faculty 
that wish to attend.
Hollis said she doesn’t think 
there will be any discussion stu-
dents will be interested in.
If Burch does make an 
announcement, there will be no 




Jeanne Johnson, President of the Student Government 
Association, received an e-mail on Sunday night asking if 
anybody from SGA would be willing to write a commentary 
for this week’s Herald. Always loving a chance to jump up 
on a soapbox, I told her I would. We debated what issues I 
should write about, and I finally decided on the various ways 
students are influencing this world.
Then I saw the news on Monday morning. Virginia Tech 
was under attack, and one student was dead. Then two stu-
dents. By the time of my second class, my friend told me 23 
were confirmed dead. By the time I got back to my office, 
that total had risen to 32. Thirty-two dead. I’m man enough 
to admit that I cried. Thinking of 32 of my peers, living in 
a dorm like I used to live in, being a resident assistant like 
I once was, going to class like I do daily, disturbed me in a 
way I cannot begin to explain. I wrote a MySpace blog, as I 
and my generation are apt to do when we’re upset, and con-
sidered simply sending that in as my commentary. In fact, I 
would have, but I couldn’t edit any more out of it and it was 
too long. That, and that I thought it selfish of me to speak 
about my reaction when, as I quickly became aware, my duty 
with this piece is to speak for the student body as a whole.
What happened at Virginia Tech is unfathomable. To 
come in and maim a sanctuary of education and learning is 
among the worst sins. I don’t care which way you slice it. 
As President Bush said, “When that sanctuary is violated, 
the impact is felt in every American classroom, in every 
American community.” We certainly felt it here at Western: 
many of my fellow students are preparing to attend a candle-
light vigil in the memory of our fallen peers as I type this. I, 
too, look forward to attending, because I want to share my 
anger, sadness and grief with my classmates. This might have 
happened at Virginia Tech, but it could just as easily happen 
at Western or any other university campus. Virginia is only 
one state over, and Virginia Tech is a school not unlike our 
own, in a town not unlike Bowling Green. Lest we forget, it 
has happened in our backyard before; it happened in Paducah 
10 years ago.
Even if we cannot yet comprehend the magnitude of this, 
and even if facing the truth is hard, it’s something we have 
to do. I have already asked to set up a meeting with Robert 
Deane, chief of campus police, to discuss campus security 
and a contingency plan if, God forbid, something like this 
were to happen at Western.
I think it is important that students take an active part in 
ensuring the safety of our campus. We all need to do our 
part, and I appreciate the e-mail President Gary Ransdell sent 
to students. I also appreciate Campus Activities Board for 
pulling this memorial service together on such short notice. 
You’ve given us a chance to come together and grieve col-
lectively, and we appreciate that.
The entire nation is disturbed by the news out of 
Blacksburg, and Western is no different. However, we have 
a duty to learn and grow from this awful tragedy. We also 
must pay tribute to those who died so senselessly, and I have 
an idea that comes straight out of my blog as to how we can 
do this. “I’m going to continue my college experience,” I 
wrote. “Our SGA meeting is tomorrow, my DLI banquet on 
Wednesday, and Tug is on Friday. I have work to do, classes 
to go to, papers to write, tequila to shoot. I figure that’s the 
best tribute I can give to my peers in Virginia: to just keep 
being a college student.”
Keep being a college student. 
  
Skylar Jordan is a junior history major from Hyden. He is 
SGA director of academics and student affairs.
The opinions expressed in this commentary do not reflect 
the opinions of the Herald or the university.






















































Bowling Green, Ky.  42101
SUBMISSIONS POLICY
The Herald encourages readers to write letters and commentaries on topics of 
public interest.  Here are a few guidelines:
 1. Letters should not exceed 250 words, and commentaries should be 500-600 words.
 2. Originality counts.  There’s no grade at stake here.  Please don’t submit plagiarized work.
 3. For verification, letters and commentaries must include your name, phone number, home     
     town  and classification or title.  YOUR WORK WILL NOT BE CONSIDERED FOR PUBLICATION   
     IF YOU FAIL TO PROVIDE THIS INFORMATION.
 4. If you choose to e-mail your letter or commentary, please do not send it as an e-mail 
     attachment.  We use Macintosh computers.
 5. Letters may not run in every edition due to space constraints.
 6. The Herald reserves the right to edit all letters for style, grammar, length and clarity.  The   
     Herald DOES NOT PRINT LIBELOUS LETTERS OR COMMENTARIES.
DISCLAIMER
The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reflect 
those of Western’s administration or of its employees.
EDITORIAL
Regent vote reboot
The faculty voting system needs to be updated
electronically to prevent future glitches.
Honor the dead by living and loving




News Editor Amber Coulter: 
news@wkuherald.com
Opinion Editor William Ploch:
herald@wkuherald.com
Contact:
 College Heights Herald • Western Kentucky University • Thursday, April 19, 2007 • Page 4
“Congress shall make no law … 
abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press …”
— First Amendment, U.S. Constitution
The Creed
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These are the Herald’s views on the good, 





A round of applause for all the students who 
poured their time and effort into Spring Sing. It 
was fun to see a musical competition, even if it 
didn’t have Simon Cowell’s cheeriness.
Bravo to the panel on racial stereotyping that was 
held on Tuesday in Downing University Center. 
Everyone sees each other in a better light when 
there’s no label attached.
Three big cheers to Parking Services for 
encouraging students to find alternative meth-
ods of transportation, particularly bicycling. Now 
maybe Big Red will lose some of his rolls.
An angry growl to the vacant staff positions 
that students are having to fill. It’s bad enough 







It’s November 2000 all over again at Western, and hanging chads aren’t the problem. The results of the April 11 faculty regent elections are being contested after Psychology Professor Elizabeth Shoenfelt, the 
losing candidate, lodged a complaint alleging that some parts of the elec-
tion hadn’t been carried out properly.
During the University Senate’s Thursday meeting, members will vote on 
a resolution that would set aside the results of the election and arrange for 
a new election on Aug. 27.
Senate Chairwoman Michelle Hollis told the Herald that there are three 
problems that need to be looked into: polls in some colleges closing at least 
30 minutes before others, the eligibility of some voters and absentee ballots 
not being readily available to faculty.
These may seem like trifles to many at Western, but ultimately they are 
legitimate concerns. If an election is being held to fill such an important 
seat, eligible voters should feel confident that the system they have to tally 
votes works efficiently and fairly. And if that system is problematic, it 
needs to be fixed.
The Herald thinks faculty should consider updating the way they vote 
for regent candidates by allowing eligible voters to use TopNet. Faculty 
members had to go to the offices of the deans of their colleges to cast bal-
lots in the April 11 election.
This creates a serious problem for some faculty members who teach 
classes or have offices that are not located anywhere near where they would 
have to go to vote. Everyone at Western knows how much of a pain it is to 
trudge up and down the Hill, a problem that could be even worse for faculty 
members who have a packed schedule. 
Other faculty members might not live near campus and would have to 
spend even more time traveling back and forth just to cast a ballot. Some 
who regularly visit other parts of the country might be many miles away 
from campus on the designated election day.
The online TopNet system used by students for the last two Student 
Government Association elections, as well as the election held for the 
Board of Regents seat vacated after former SGA President Robert Watkins 
resigned, would be an ideal way for faculty to vote. It has proven to be 
efficient, convenient and secure.
While the turnout for the last two SGA elections was smaller than what 
the Herald had hoped for, there have been no technical problems with the 
voting system itself. It’s the best way to make sure every vote is counted 
and everyone has a chance to vote.
All three possible problems cited by Hollis could be fixed by using the 
TopNet system: the system could be programmed to immediately stop 
counting votes when the exact closing time arrives, only eligible voters 
could be allowed to log in and absentee ballots would not be an issue since 
it’s online.
If a second election is called, as many faculty members as possible 
should vote, even if it means an inconvenient trek to the office of the 
college dean. A total of 732 faculty members were eligible to vote in the 
regent election, according to Richard Miller, associate vice president of 
academic affairs. Of those, 265 cast ballots. Had an online system been 
available, the turnout could have been even higher.
The sooner this problem is fixed, the better. Western’s faculty needs 
to be represented by someone who has the trust of the majority of faculty 
members. Students need to take an interest in voting, and faculty should 
be there to set an example, both in voting itself and making the process 
work.
   
This editorial represents the majority view of the Herald’s 10-member 
board of student editors.
Virginia Tech students could have
defended themselves with guns
I read the commentary by Brandon Wilson on March 1, 2007, about 
guns in the classroom. I wonder if Mr. Wilson is swallowing his words 
right now. There have been three deadly rampages with guns in the last few 
months. Fortunately, in two of those, there was an honest citizen (actually 
an off-duty officer) with a gun who saw the shooter and killed him before 
he could kill more people. Unfortunately, this time, highly restrictive laws 
on possession of guns in schools allowed this lunatic to walk through a 
university, shooting random people without anyone having a way to stop 
him. And as a result of the good intentions of gun control advocates, we 
now have more than 30 people dead in Virginia, instead of the possible four 
or five that would have been killed otherwise, had ordinary, honest citizens 
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YOUR LIFE 
CALL US 781.2188
OR EMAIL US csf@csfwku.org
CHRISTIAN STUDENT FELLOWSHIP
WITHOUT GODYOUR LIFE 
WITH GOD
Tuesday Nights @ 8:00
across from MMTH








 D E L I V E R!
AMERICA'S #1 SANDWICH DELIVERY™
S H O E S
S H I R T
PA N T S
PROBLEMNO
By He a t H e r ry a n
Herald reporter
Bowling Green junior 
Katie Beard, an Alpha 
Delta Pi sorority member, 
was excited and humbled 
to become the Conference 
Coordinator of Special Events 
for the Panhellenic Conference 
Coordinator Committee. She 
received the position on March 31.
She will be in charge of open-
ing sessions, the recognition pro-
gram and social events at next 
year’s conference, Beard said.
Only five sorority women from 
the Southeast are selected for this 
committee, said Charley Pride, 
director of student activities.
“I felt honored that the cur-
rent committee felt I was capa-
ble to do the job and represent 
Kentucky well,” Beard said.
This was her third year 
attending the Southeastern 
Panhellenic Conference in 
Atlanta. The conference brings 
delegates from Southeastern 
universities for leadership train-
ing, understanding of the pan-
hellenic movement and educa-
tional sessions, Pride said.
Beard said she wanted to get 
involved because she saw the 
importance of the conference 
for all sorority women.
“It’s really inspiring, and the 
council has given me so many 
opportunities that I wanted to 
give back,” she said.
Pride said he’s proud of Beard 
and that she will do a great job.
Pride has been involved with 
the Greek system at Western 
for 15 years. This year, Beard 
and Union sophomore Diane 
DeRosa-Reynolds, Western’s 
Panhellenic President, nomi-
nated him for the Jane H. 
Sutton Adviser of the Year 
Award. 
Beard and DeRosa-Reynolds, 
a member of Kappa Delta soror-
ity, secretly sent in a nomina-
tion letter because they said 
he’s there for everybody in the 
Greek community.
“He’s been there for numer-
ous tragedies,” DeRosa-
Reynolds said. “He’s not only 
an adviser, but he’s also a 
friend. He is well deserving of 
that award.”
 Pride said he was honored 
because they took it upon them-
selves to nominate him.
“It was one of those things you 
look forward to because no one 
told them to do it,” Pride said.
The conference has been 
around about 60 years. More 
than 100 schools attended this 
year, Pride said.
Reach Heather Ryan 
at features@wkuherald.com.
Local Greek honored nationally
News brieft
Child abuse awareness 
march is tonight
Students concerned about 
the damaging effects of child 
abuse can find out today what 
they can do to help.
A child abuse awareness 
march and candlelight vigil 
will begin outside Pearce-Ford 
Tower at 6:30 p.m. The march 
will proceed to Centennial 
Mall, where a candlelight vigil 
will take place from 7 to about 
7:30 p.m.
“We just want to inform 
students about the statistics 
about child abuse and make 
them aware of the situation 
surrounding it,” said Faith 
Hood, a member of Delta 
Sigma Theta sorority, which 
is sponsoring the event.
Paula Miles, a social work-
er for the Warren County 
Division of Protection and 
Permanency, will be shar-
ing information about child 
abuse at the vigil.
“We’re letting the general 
public know what it can do to 
help a child who they come into 
contact with who they think is 
being abused,” Miles said.
Spoken word performer 
Lance Newman will be reading 
poetry at the vigil.
Hood said organizers will 
be handing out blue ribbons 
for participators to wear, 
and balloons will be handed 
out and let go in honor of 
victims.
Participants are welcome to 
bring any relevant posters, ban-
ners or pictures.
“People should come out and 
support our cause because if we 
don’t protect our children, then 
we don’t have a future,” said 
Kimberly Claypool, president 
of the Deltas.




Bowling Green junior Katie Beard, right, laughs while holding the legs of Franklin sopho-
more Jennie Hudson during Alpha Delta Pi sorority’s Spring Sing practice in their chapter 
room in Meredith Hall on April 10.
Beyond the Hill
By He a t H e r ry a n
Herald reporter
When Elkton senior Heather 
Powell was little, she prom-
ised her Aunt Susan and Uncle 
Gerald that they’d never have to 
worry about money or being put 
in a nursing home.
Ever since her mother died 
when she was a child, Powell 
has been determined to do 
things  by herself.
“She doesn’t want any 
handouts,” said Susan Marsh, 
Powell’s aunt.
Powell said after her mother 
died, she became closer to her 
father and later, her stepmother. 
But with Marsh being Powell’s 
mother’s sister, they both felt they 
could lean on each other, and 
eventually became best friends.
“I know her better than any-
body,” Marsh said.
From a town where only 
about half the high school grad-
uates attend college, Powell was 
eager to go further with her edu-
cation, she said.
Powell has worked two jobs 
and almost 40 hours a week for 
the past five years while attend-
ing college, so she can pay for 
it all herself. She worked at 
Target and at the campus police 
department until recently.
Powell, an accounting major, 
said balancing work and school 
while maintaining a good grade 
point average has been hard, but 
it’s been worth it.
“I wanted to do it on my own 
because when you do it your-
self, you have to do it,” she said. 
“You’re more proud of what 
you accomplish that way.”
Powell also has a job already 
waiting for her when she gradu-
ates in May. She will be working 
at Crowe Chizek and Company, 
LLC in Brentwood, Tenn. The 
Crowe Group is rated the ninth 
top accounting firm in the country, 
according to www.WebCPA.com.
Not only does Powell have 
love for her family, but also 
her dog, Chandler, named for a 
character on one of her favorite 
TV shows, “Friends.”
“He’s the only boy in my 
life,” she said about her minia-
ture schnauzer pup.
Powell said she takes him 
everywhere with her and 
although some people may not 
look at dogs this way, Chandler 
is “like family” to her.
Her roommate, Brownsville 
senior Michelle Ulm, said she 
dreads the day she and Powell 
have to separate.
“I’m going to miss her and 
Chandler,” Ulm said. “It’s going 
to be such a change.”
She added she will miss 
gathering around the TV with 
Powell and Chandler to watch 
Fox’s “House” and ABC’s “The 
Bachelor.”
Although Ulm is sad about 
her roommate’s eventual 
move, she is proud of Powell’s 
accomplishments. She said she 
admires Powell’s self-motiva-
tion and positive attitude.
“I think she’s going to be 
very successful,” Ulm said. 
“She deserves it.”
Reach Heather Ryan 
at features@wkuherald.com.
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1801 31 W Bypass1651 Campbell Lane 100 Cherry Farm Lane (Scottsville Rd. at I-65)
Eeny. Meeny. Miny. Moe.
810 Happy Valley Road (Glasgow)
YWS
Every tale has a twist; every life has a passion. What’s your story?
Independence guides senior
Heather Powell
Favorite movie: My new 
favorite is “The Departed.”
Favorite TV show: “House.”
Favorite sports teams: 
University of Kentucky bas-
ketball and the St. Louis 
Cardinals.
Number one priority in 
life: My family and God.
Greg Barnette/Herald




This week — a preview of the 
Red Hot Steel Band .
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
academic excellence through 
premier faculty and staff; 
improve the quality of life in 
Kentucky and beyond; and 
enhance Western’s financial, 
physical and resource capa-
bilities, said Dennis George, 
assistant vice president for 
institutional effectiveness.
Ransdell said Western can’t 
make progress without a plan 
to assess improvements or fail-
ures.
“It’s the road map for an 
institutional transformation,” 
Ransdell said. 
The idea behind the plans is 
to make sure Western’s perfor-
mance is measurable and that 
the university is living up to 
the standards it sets, Ransdell 
said.
This is the first year that 
Western will include financial 
pledges to accomplish goals as 
part of the plan, Ransdell said. 
The new plan will estimate 
how much accomplishing each 
goal will cost and where that 
money will come from, he 
said.
That requires Western to 
predict what tuition and money 
from the state will be for the 
next five years, Ransdell said.
Tom Hiles, vice president 
for institutional advancement, 
said a new fundraising cam-
paign will be developed after 
the strategic plan is approved.
He said the last fundrais-
ing campaign ended in 2003. 
Donations tend to be larger 
during campaigns than they 
are between campaigns, Hiles 
said.
“People are inspired by 
a campaign,” Hiles said. 
“Campaigns are about encour-
aging and expanding the mis-
sion of the university.”
George is helping coordi-
nate the plan. He said many 
elements of the old strate-
gic plan are still going to be 
in place, but they are being 
revised.
“Once you have a strategic 
plan laid out, you know your 
vision, you know the direc-
tion you’re headed,” George 
said. “That helps you priori-
tize because now you have a 
blueprint.”
George said Western’s 
goals are similar to those in 
the current plan, but they’re 
more fleshed out.
Ransdell will present the 
plan to his board of advisers 
for feedback Friday, George 
said. The administrative coun-
cil has played a key role in 
developing the plan.
Western’s first strategic plan 
was developed in the spring of 
1998, Ransdell said. This will 
be the third time Western has 
significantly updated its stra-
tegic plan. 












1:30, 3:50, 7:10, 9:30
Grindhouse (r)
12:50, 4:30, 8:10
Meet the Robinsons (G)
1:00, 1:40, 3:20, 
3:50, 7:20, 9:20
The reaping (R)
2:00, 4:20, 7:00, 9:50
REDLINE (PG-13)
1:20, 3:40, 6:40, 9:10
Blades of 
Glory(pg-13)
12:40, 1:20, 3:20, 4:00,
6:40, 7:10, 9:10, 9:40
 Teenage mutant
Ninja Turtles (pg)




12:50, 3:30, 7:10, 10:10
Fracture (R)
1:40, 4:20, 7:30, 10:00
WILD HOGS (PG-13)
1:20, 4:00, 7:20, 10:00
300 (R) 
1:10, 3:50, 7:40, 10:10
in the land of 
women (PG-13)
1:00, 3:10, 6:30, 9:20
Are we DonE yet? (PG)
1:30, 3:50, 7:00, 9:30
PERFECT STRANGER (R)
12:30, 3:00, 6:50, 9:40
PATHFINDER (R)
1:50, 4:30, 7:30, 9:50
270-782-3112
4/20/07 to 4/26/07




1:10, 3:30, 6:20, 9:00
AQUA TEEN HUNGER 
FORCE COLON MOVIE
FilM FOR THEATRES (R)
1:50, 4:10, 7:40, 10:00
the hoax (r)
12:50, 3:30, 6:30, 9:20
Vacancy (r) 
1:30, 4:40, 7:50, 10:00
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Find out how thousands of people 
save lives & earn extra cash by 
donating plasma.  Plasma is used to 
manufacture unique medicines for 
people with serious illnesses.
“I don’t think people realize, for two hours 
a week, they can give someone a chance at 
life.  That’s priceless!”
www.dciplasma.com
Earn up to $170/ MonthShort on Cash?Donate Plasma!
It’s like having a part-time job without a boss
Bowling Green Biologicals
410 Old Morgantown Rd.
793-0425




ad for $5 
extra on your 
2nd and 4th 
Donations
7100 Russellville Rd  ·  781-2563
Monday- Friday: 8 am- 5 pm
10% off
collision repairs to all 
Western students & 
faculty
Free estimates







Catch the Best Movie’s at 

















By El i z a B E t h Wo r s t E r
Herald reporter
Trees can help the ozone by 
removing toxins in the air, and 
they’re responsible for another 
honor gracing city officials and 
Western volunteers.
This is the 13th year that 
Bowling Green has been named 
a Tree City USA. That means 
the city has been caring for trees 
in the area.
Tree City USA is a name 
given by the National Arbor 
Day Foundation. The award 
will be presented at the Arbor 
Day celebration on Saturday at 
Kereiakes Park.
There are four requirements 
to becoming a Tree City — hav-
ing a tree board or department, 
having a tree care ordinance, 







B o w l i n g 
G r e e n 





an award for 
pruning trees so they don’t 
interfere with power lines, City 
Arborist Jared Weaver.
The Tree Line USA award 
is for rewarding the proper care 
of trees on public and private 
properties, said Jill Chaput, pro-
gram coordinator at the National 
Arbor Day Foundation.
Mayor Elaine Walker said 
having healthy trees reduces 
greenhouse gases, lowers tem-
peratures and produces shade.
“This is the acknowledgment 
that we are aware of our envi-
ronment and we work toward 
being greener,” she said.
There are organizations in 
Bowling Green that help to make 
the city more environmentally 
sound. Some of those organiza-
tions are Western-based.
The GreenToppers for 
Campus Sustainability started 
in March and has 127 mem-
bers so far. The group promotes 
environmental sustainability in 
the area.
Adviser Nancy Givens said 
the number of members contin-
ues to grow.
Givens said after its first 
meeting and within a week’s 
time, the group had more than 
100 members.
The organization works in 
partnership with BG Green, a 
student- and community-ori-
ented environmental group with 
goals similar to those of the 
GreenToppers. The groups sup-
port each other’s activities.
The GreenToppers have set 
up projects 








A R A M A R K 




project in which three dorms 
are participating so far and pos-
sibly an Earth Day festival on 
April 27.
The group isn’t directly 
involved with the Tree City 
USA project.
The April 21 Arbor Day cel-
ebration begins at 10 a.m. and 
lasts until 1 p.m. It will include 
activities for children and adults, 
such as a bucket truck ride and a 
bicycle rodeo.
The celebration will also 
include information booths, 
prize giveaways, food and free 
trees.
Reach Elizabeth Worster 
at news@wkuherald.com.
If you go
What: Arbor Day celebration
When: 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
Saturday
Where: Kereiakes Park
Notes: The celebration will 
include activites for chil-
dren and adults, such as 





Bowling Green has been named a Tree City USA for the 13th year. Tree City USA is a name 
given by the National Arbor Day Foundation for a city that’s been caring for its trees. 
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C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
employees, Provost Barbara 
Burch said. Actual raises are 
determined by department heads 
and reviewed by the deans and 
the provost’s office, she said.
Western expects to spend 
more than $4 million on faculty 
raises next year. It’s the largest 
projected increase in next 
year’s budget. 
Western is also 
recommending that an extra 
$317,000 be spent on making 
adjustments to faculty salaries 
so they’ll be more comparative 
to the wages of other state 
institutions, Chief Financial 
Officer Ann Mead said.
Burch said the money will 
increase the competitiveness 
of assistant and associate 
professor salaries.
She said Western has set 
improving the competitiveness 
of salaries as a top priority.
“I think we will continue to 
see our salaries become more 
competitive,” Burch said.
Competitive salaries attract 
and keep quality faculty at 
Western, she said.
Last year, associate professor 
salaries increased by about 3.3 
percent, and assistant professor 
salaries increased by about 2.2 
percent. Full professor salaries 
increased by about 5 percent.
Last year, Western approved 
a 3 percent pay raise for 
employees, Mead said. Each 
percent of a pay raise costs 
about $1.1 million.
“When you’re looking at 
figures like that, you can’t get 
too excited about the possibility 
of a big pay raise,” University 
Senate Chairwoman Michelle 
Hollis said.
Hollis said that Western 
is making efforts to make 
salaries more competitive, but 
that problems exist, especially 
for assistant and associate 
professor wages.
Official faculty pay increases 
will be discussed at the Board of 
Regents meeting on April 27 and 
approved in June, Mead said.
The average salary for 
faculty at a institutions similar 
in academic level to Western 
was $63,499, according to 
AAUP.
The average salary for 
faculty at Western last year was 
$56,022, according to Western’s 
Factbook. That’s about 2.8 
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Teachers get pied for charity
By Ch r i s t i n a ho w e r t o n
Herald reporter
Bryan Reaka, an architec-
ture and manufacturing scienc-
es assistant professor, yelled at 
students to “bring it on” as they 
shot him with a Super Soaker 
full of lemonade. 
He opened his mouth and 
welcomed the stream of lem-
onade as whipped cream and 
pudding slid down his face. 
He said the pudding was his 
favorite, but the lemonade 
stung his eyes. 
Students gathered Tuesday 
on DUC South Lawn to throw 
whipped cream pies, chocolate 
pudding, cottage cheese and 
rice at the 10 participating fac-
ulty and staff members during 
“Teachers as Targets.”
Overall, Reaka said the event 
was “delicious.”
It was sponsored by the 
Student Council on Family 
Relations. Half of the money 
raised during the event will go 
to the rape crisis center Hope 
Harbor on Broadway Avenue. 
The other half will be used in 
an undetermined student schol-
arship, said Rachel Neal, assis-
tant professor of consumer and 
family sciences.
This was the second year for 
the event.
Covered in a mixture of food, 
Reaka said he came last year 
and got just as dirty without par-
ticipating, so he 
decided to try to 
raise money this 
year.
“I used my 
capabilities of 
making stu-
dents mad to 
raise money,” 
he said.
Reaka was the most popular 
target.
Participants included 
Neal; Reaka; swimming 
coach Bob Benson; Assistant 
Nursing Professor Audrey 
Cornell; Trinity Edwards 
of the Academic Center for 
Excellence; Jay Gabbard, 
assistant social work pro-
fessor; Allan Hall, market-
ing executive in residence; 
Barbara Kacer, associate 
professor of curriculum and 
instruction; Connie Smith, 
assistant professor of consum-






on a long, black 
tarp awaiting 
the next stu-
dent attack and 
chatted about 
the taste of the pudding and the 
smell of the whipped cream.
Edwards said the smell was 
the only part she didn’t like. She 
could smell the whipped cream 
on her face all day.
 The council came up with the 
idea for “Teachers as Targets” 
because they wanted to have 
a fundraiser 
that would be 




decided to run 




to make it an annual event.
Gabbard said he was hav-
ing fun even though he felt 
slimy from the pies. He decided 
to participate to support Hope 
Harbor. 
He said the event is also fun 
for students.
“It’s good for students to 
be able to let out the aggres-
sion on us,” Gabbard said as a 
student threw pudding at him. 
“I know mine are.”
His student, Bowling Green 
senior Megan Carbin, said she 
came out to support her teach-
er and to have 
a good time.
“It’s a relief 
from stress,” 
she said. She 
also wanted 





the event and continued to 
sell them during the event. 
Students could purchase 
pies, cottage cheese or Super 
Soakers of lemonade for $1 
and chocolate pudding or 
rice for 50 cents.
The council made about $200 
from “Teachers as Targets,” 
which is more than they made 
last year, Neal said.
Reach Christina Howerton 
at features@wkuherald.com.
Jake Stevens/Herald
Cottage cheese, rice, pudding and whipped cream sail through the air from cups during 
“Teachers as Targets,” a benefit drive for Hope Harbor and a scholarship fund.  Rachel 
Neal, assistant professor of family and consumer sciences, was the head of the event.
HERALDyour sourcefor news on the hill
“I used my capabilities 
of making students 
mad to raise money.”
— Bryan Reaka
 architecture and manufacturing 
sciences assistant professor
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
Kimbro said the organization, 
which is dedicated to helping 
community members understand 
global poverty, was formed this 
semester for her Social Work 
Practice II class.
Associate Professor Muh Bi 
Lin, who teaches the course, 
said he lets students apply what 
they learn to the community.
Lin said he worked at World 
Vision China for eight- and a- half 
years as the chief operating officer.
Although it was shortened 
by six hours, the fast was still 
difficult for many participants.
The organization’s Web 
site stated fasting for 24 hours 
wasn’t required, and it explained 
the medical aspects of fasting.
The 30 Hour Famine 
kicked off Monday in Garrett 
Conference Center.
The main speaker was 
Somerset senior Rachel Smith, 
who spoke about her experiences 
visiting Africa.
“It was a rude awakening when 
I arrived,” Smith said. “I thought 
it was just sub-Saharan Africa that 
lived in poverty, but what I saw in 
West Africa shocked me.”
Some students were able to 
fast the entire time. Rosemary 
Childress, a senior from Lafayette, 
Tenn., said she and Kimbro fasted 
for at least 30 hours.
Childress is a co-founder 
and event coordinator for the 
organization.
Dilsaver said that she caved 
after about 20 hours.
“I got to the point where I 
could not concentrate, and I 
started becoming very jittery,” 
Dilsaver said. “I can really 
understand now what people 






“It’s good for students 
to be able to let out 
aggression on us. I 
know mine are.”
— Jay Gabbard
 assistant social work professor
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YOUR FUTURE IS WITHIN REACH
College expenses should not be a roadblock for your future. Stay on track with
an alternative loan from Campus Door. Get up to $250,000 to pay for college
and make no payments until 12 months after you graduate. Apply online today
at campusdoor.com to receive an approval usually in less than a minute. Spend
your time planning for your future, not worrying about how to pay for it.
You have the will. We have the way.
campusdoor.com
All loans are subject to credit approval. Programs, rates, terms and conditions are subject to change without notice. Other restrictions apply.
Trade/Servicemarks are the property of Campus Door Inc. and/or its affiliates. Lender is Lehman Brothers Bank, FSB. ©2007 Campus
Door Inc. All Rights Reserved. Equal Opportunity Lender.
And so is the money to pay for it
campusdoor_5’7x10_3-22-07:Layout 1  3/26/2007  9:52 AM  Page 1
To WKU Students 15% Discount!  When Rent Quarterly!
Reserve your space now!  You lock and you keep your key.  Years of serving Western’s students - 2 blocks from campus.















A Space and Price Just For Your Needs
Convenient Location, Security Fence and Lighting,
. . . Discount When Paid Quarterly . . . 781-1886
Sizes Available:
10x30  5x10  10x10  10x20  12x20
            5x15  10x15  10x25  12x25


















All other times excluding specials
2710 Scottsville Road
270-843-8741
              34 Lanes Billards Indoor  Miniature Golf Lounge Area
Karaoke
Fri & Sat 8:00pm - 1:00am
(ask about our Fundraiser events)
“COLLEGE NIGHT”
with current WKU I.D.
FROM 10:00PM TIL 2:00AM
$5 PER PERSON- ALL YOU CAN BOWL!
$5.50 PITCHERS  *  99¢ DRAFTS
$3 MINI GOLF
$1 BATTING CAGES
(MINIMUM 4 PER LANE-SHOES NOT INCLUDED)





FROM 9:30PM TIL 1:30AM
ONLY $40.00
INCLUDES UNLIMITED BOWLING FOR YOU AND UP 
TO 11 FRIENDS, UP TO FOUR FREE SHOE RENTALS, 
LARGE PIZZA (UNLIMITED TOPPINGS) & A PITCHER 
OF SODA OR A PITCHER OF BEER.




By Ja s o n Gr i m e s
Herald reporter
Published writers, starving 
poets and aspiring songwrit-
ers can peer into the minds 
of about a dozen artists at the 
Southern Kentucky Writer’s 
Conference.
The conference will be 
from 9:30 a.m. until 2:45 p.m. 
tomorrow at South Campus. 
It’s free to the public.
Students can learn about 
the publishing industry at the 
conference and speak with 
fellow writers, said Diana 
McQuady, chairwoman on the 
committee for the Southern 
Kentucky Bookfest.
“It will be a great network-
ing opportunity for writers,” 
she said.
She said there are times 
between sessions during which 
people can meet some of their 
favorite authors, poets and 
songwriters.
Guest speakers include best-
selling Harlequin novelist Peggy 
Webb, Kentucky poet laureate 
Jane Gentry, Maria Schneider, 
senior editor for Writer’s Digest 
and many others.
There will be four sessions 
and various workshops.
Some workshops will be 
lecture-oriented. Others might 
require more personal interaction 
with writers, McQuady said.
Some of the session and 
workshop topics include 
instruction on how to write 
children’s books, nonfiction 
and fiction writing, poetry 
writing and publishing.
The conference usu-
ally includes many genres, 
McQuady said.
“I think interest in the pro-
gram this year is as strong as 
ever, if not stronger,” McQuady 
said.
People have shown a grow-
ing interest in the conference 
because of the professional 
level of presenters, she said.
Students get to hear from 
people who are actually writ-
ing and getting published, 
McQuady said.
The event is sponsored by 
University Libraries, Barnes 
& Noble Booksellers, Dollar 
General and the Bowling Green 
Public Library.
Dollar General Corporation 
has been involved with liter-
ary events like this conference 
for years, said Denine Torr, 
Senior Manager of Community 
Initiatives at Dollar General.
The company’s core focus 
is literacy programs, Torr said.
“Literacy is a gift that lasts 
forever,” she said.
The Bowling Green Public 
Library will staff the event.
The library does at least 
one campus, community and 
book event each year, said Lisa 
Rice, assistant director of the 
Bowling Green Public Library.
This level of literacy out-
reach allows for many literacy 
programs to take place in the 
community, she said.
For more information on the 




Writing conference brings 
students, authors together
Campus government
By Je s s i c a Va nWi n k l e
Herald reporter
The Student Government 
Association is winding down the 
semester by spending money and 
supporting child care.
SGA members spent their 
Tuesday meeting completing 
unfinished business and nomi-
nating senators and other com-
munity members for awards.
SGA passed a resolution stat-
ing that it supports creating a 
proposed child care facility on 
or near campus for the use of 
Western students and faculty.
The primary author is Fairdale 
sophomore Nathan Eaton, cam-
pus improvements chairman. He 
said Western’s employees and 
students might require child care 
that Western doesn’t have.
SGA passed a bill alloting 
$350 to SGA to purchase two 
table skirts for information tables 
used for special occasions.
Louisville junior Joshua 
Fries, public relations commit-
tee chairman, said the tables are 
bare and unappealing to look at.
President Jeanne Johnson told 
senators the executive cabinet 
vetoed the LeaderShape Program 
bill. The bill set aside $50 to pay 
fees for Western students accept-
ed into the program.
Johnson said if SGA paid for 
LeaderShape attendees, it would 
have to pay for all organizations 
to attend other programs.
In other business, SGA sena-
tors made nominations for sever-
al awards, as well as the Speaker 
of the Senate. The two nominees 
for Speaker of the Senate are 
Kayla Shelton, student affairs 
chairwoman and freshman from 




SGA spends money, 
supports child care
If you’ve ever done the limbo, 
you’re probably acquainted with 
that tight stitch that stings your 
lower back when you bend just 
a scooch too far.
It comes right before you 
fall and crack your head on the 
floor while your friends chortle 
with glee.
As the semester wilts away, 
I’m plagued by that annoying 
little pain. Each day, I bend a 
bit farther as graduation low-
ers in on me. Though I don’t 
feel like a student anymore, 
I’m trying to stay in this game 
until I can figure out what 
comes next.
Having been a student for 
so many years, it requires 
some major flexing of my 
brain to fathom my life with-
out school.
I’m still embracing the 
title while I can, because I’m 
not sure how I’ll label myself 
in a few weeks. Perhaps, 
I’ll just be a waiter with a 
degree. The thought burns in 
my stomach.
Soon, a short trip across a 
stage and a tassel toss will alter 
my place in the universe.
 For some 16 years, classes, 
homework and creative excuses 
are all I have known. My sched-
ules have been mostly prede-
termined. My social life filled 
with familiar faces in familiar 
places that I learned to love or 
loathe until something better 
came along. 
I’m not ashamed to say that 
I’m a bit petrified of what comes 
next — and if it will be better. 
I won’t have a career counselor 
to hold my hand. There isn’t a 
catalogue to choose a job from 
and plan out how long it will 
take to get a raise and then 
retire.
If I start on the 
wrong track, will I 
ever reach a satis-
fying career com-
mencement?
For years, I 
wished my life 
away one class at a 
time when I should 
have doodled more 
and passed more 
notes. Maybe I should have 
read a chapter all the way 
through once or twice.
I came to college expecting 
to find what I wanted to do with 
my life. After four years, I have 
decided only what I don’t want 
to do.
And such is life. We bend 
against a limbo bar, hoping not 
to break before we get under it, 
hoping to figure out what comes 
next before the game is over, 
hoping this pain will make us 
stronger the next time we find 
ourselves in limbo.
I might not 
have discovered 
my destiny while 
at Western, but 
I did find that 
you’ll never know 
how low you can 
go until you lean 
back and hope for 
the best. 
Inevitably, you 
have to bend the 
farthest, just before you win.
Joey Leslie is a senior news/
editorial journalism major 
from Pikeville and a features 
reporter for the Herald. He 
can be reached at features@
wkuherald.com.
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Touchless Car Wash
$4, $5, & $6 washes
Hilltopper 
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Springtime, Sunshine, Cut-loose, 
Unwind!  Drinks, Snacks, Oil, Gas, 
Drive Around, Have a Blast!
Hilltopper BP




Life is like a game of limbo
Column
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e 
The Campus Activities 
Board hosted a candlelight vigil 
by Guthrie Tower on Tuesday.
“We, as a campus commu-
nity, need to come together for 
the faculty, staff and students 
because, like us, they are a com-
munity that needs our support,” 
said Azurdee Garland, coordi-
nator of student activities.
Jeff Reynolds, the univer-
sity pastor from Hillvue Heights 
Church, was one of four campus 
ministers to speak.
“Yesterday, it was the world 
we’d gotten used to, and today 
it had shifted, didn’t it?” he 
asked students.
Students at Virginia Tech 
are just like those at Western, 
sharing similar hopes, fears and 
dreams, he said.
Nicole Renfro, a freshman 
from Fernandina, Fla., said she 
went out of respect for the lost 
ones, their families and the 
students.
“It gave people an opportu-
nity to reflect on what’s hap-
pening,” Renfro said.
Nashville freshman Andy 
Bryan said the shootings have 
shaken him up.
“It’s made me think of what 
I would do if something like 
this happened to me or on this 
campus,” he said.
A banner that will be sent to 
Virginia Tech will be available 
in Downing University Center 
this week for students to sign.
480 miles away
BLACKSBURG, Va.— Few 
people at Western could know 
the experiences of the students 
of Virginia Tech during the last 
few days.
The small groups of students 
that mourned together. The 
prayer groups. The calls between 
friends and families. The cer-
emonies and the memorials.  
Mourners gathered for the 
vigil with lit candles and wrote 
messages on white boards to 
those killed. Cameramen wove 
in and out of the crowd.
Jon Schremp avoided cam-
pus until the vigil.
The senior from 
Fredericksburg, Va., stayed in 
his off-campus apartment on 
Monday. 
He watched the news. He ate 
dinner. Mostly, he cried, he said.
Schremp knew the shooter, 
Cho Seung-Hui. They had cre-
ative writing class together. 
Schremp had two of Cho’s writ-
ing pieces on his computer.
“He’d written some pretty 
macabre stuff,” he said. 
Media outlets were calling 
Schremp so often that he con-
sidered removing Cho’s work.
Nearly everyone at Virginia 
Tech knew a victim, at least as 
a friend of a friend.
Schremp’s eyes watered as 
he talked about his experience 
during the last few days. His 
voice shook.
“I’m going to go light my 
candle,” he said, merging into 
the crowd.
In an emotional peak, the 
crowd erupted in the school 
chant “Let’s go Hokies.”
Joining the Virginia Tech stu-
dents in the vigil was Dorothy 
Chockwell, a junior at Roanoke 
College in Salem, Va., a little 
more than 30 miles away.
“I lost a really good friend,” 
she said, describing her relation-
ship with Henry Lee, a Virginia 
Tech freshman who was killed 
in the shootings at Norris Hall. 
Chockwell said she had known 
Lee for about three years.
Christina Archer, another 
Roanoke junior, said classes 
at Roanoke went on as nor-
mal, though the environment on 
campus was sullen.
Amanda Smoot, 19, just 
started her first week as a 
nursing assistant at Carilion 
Roanoke Memorial Hospital in 
Roanoke, Va.
Three critical victims from 
Virginia Tech were rushed to the 
trauma center at the hospital.
Smoot said she frantically 
text messaged her friends on 
Virginia Tech’s campus and oth-
ers to get information after the 
shooting.
“I learned from several of my 
friends that three victims had 
been brought to trauma here,” 
she said. “It was intense, every-
one was talking about it.”
It was hard to imagine the 
field 36 hours earlier, where 
panicked students fled across, 
and where some police carried 
survivors, while others franti-
cally searched for a gunman. 
Three women gathered on 
the steps of Burruss Hall with 
a Virginia Tech flag after the 
vigil. Others gathered on the 
field to sing hymns, to comfort 
the crying or to talk.
 A door was open at Norris 
Hall, where the most of the vic-
tims were killed. A policeman 
patrolled with a rifle.
Dozens stood beside a lamp 
post, behind the caution tape 
that circled Norris Hall.
By 11 p.m., most onlook-
ers had cleared, but Gabrielle 
Davis, a linguistics student, 
walked up to look. 
“I would’ve been in there 
if an officer hadn’t turned me 
away,” she said. 
Davis was on her way to a 
Spanish class Monday morn-
ing. She walked through Norris 
Hall every morning to dodge 
the wind and cold.
That day an officer stopped 
her.
“There was panic all over his 
face,” she explained. “He said 
‘Run.’”
So she did.
Many have similar stories, 
or have a friend of a friend who 
does.
Reach the reporters 
at news@wkuherald.com.
Tragedy
I’m not ashamed 
to say that I’m 
a bit petrified of 
what comes next 
— and if it will 
be better.
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(Music of Widespread Panic)
In constant demand for appearances?
The #1 fan of WKU Athletics?
Idolized by young and old alike?
Nationally recognized?
4:30 PM on Thursday, April 19th
Diddle Arena Media Room





If you have questions, please
call Paula Davids at 745-6048.
5:00 PM on Tuesday, April 24th
Diddle Arena Main Floor
Can you see yourself...
Azar Nafi si:
The Republic of the Imagination
2006-2007 Cultural Enhancement Series Presents
“In this day and age when politics are paramount, ... 
I’d like to propose that there is such a thing as the 
Republic of the Imagination.  It is ... a place where we 
can truly know freedom.”
Author of Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books, Dr. Nafi si 
is a visiting fellow at the Johns Hopkins University’s School of 
Advanced International Studies. This lecture is co-sponsored by 
the Women’s Studies Program’s Catherine Coogan Ward Visiting 
Professorship.
Monday, April 23, 2007
7:30 p.m. Van Meter Auditorium
Free and open to the public.
Book signing to follow lecture.
NEW DATE
Football
Practice isn’t the same 
without new signees
By Da v i D Ha r t e n
Herald reporter
Every season, college foot-
ball teams bring in new recruit-
ing classes to replenish the 
team after players leave every 
season.
Although in spring prac-
tice, teams must wait another 
three months for the recruits to 
showcase their talents as these 
new players finish the current 
semester of school.
Along with the 31 recruits 
Western has coming in for the 
2007 season, the Toppers must 
adjust to not having most of 
those bodies on the field for the 
spring season.
“You never know each year,” 
coach David Elson said. “Every 
position and class is different. 
We’re definitely going to have 
to count on some guys to come 
in and help us, and that’s not 
abnormal.”
Western does gain an advan-
tage this season with four of 
the junior college players trans-
ferring before this semester to 
gain more experience with the 
Topper system.
Sophomore cornerback Jihad 
Morris, freshman cornerback 
Marcus Minor, sophomore 
offensive lineman Zach Ray and 
sophomore offensive lineman 
Austin Chestnut left their respec-
tive junior colleges a semester 
early to transfer to the Hill.
Redshirt freshman Josh 
Bailey transferred this spring 
from Indiana, and sophomore 
running back Dexter Taylor 
enrolled on the Hill this semes-
ter after transferring from 
Tulsa.
Transferring early could 
bring as many risks as 
rewards for incoming players. 
The Herald ear-
lier reported that 
Taylor was arrest-
ed on charges of 
possession of mar-
ijuana in Northeast 
Hall on March 25.
Morris said 
that it was a big 
help to transfer 
early to learn the 
team’s system and 
get used to the sur-
roundings.
“Coming early is big,” he 
said. “We’ve been getting the 
technique down and the cover-
ages. Working with (defensive 
backs) coach (Dennis) Springer 
has been a big help. He’s been 
helping us fit in right.”
This is a method of prepara-
tion the team must encounter 
every spring, knowing there are 
certain disadvantages. One is 
that position battles aren’t a true 
measure without the would-be 
contributors.
This was a risk evident on 
last season’s roster, as six true 
freshmen earned considerable 
amounts of playing time in 
every game last season. 
Running backs Tyrell Hayden 
and Ronnie Letcher saw action 
in all 11 games, while offen-
sive lineman Lloyd Pressley, 
wide receiver Seth Tamme and 
linebacker Orlando Misaalefua 
each played in nine games.
Minor said the team will 
benefit from the 
competition once 
all of next season’s 
recruits take the 
field for practice.
“The more com-
petition you have, 
the better we will 
be as a unit,” Minor 
said. 
Western’s other 
three junior college 
transfers,  defen-
sive lineman Terald 
Clark, defensive end Chris 
Perkins and linebacker Alonzo 
Higgins, all sophomores, will 
be on campus this summer.
“They can get a feel for the 
system and understand our ter-
minology and all those things,” 
Elson said. “So they obviously 
will be ahead of the game from 
the freshmen, but that’s just 
part of it. The freshmen are just 
going to have to come in and 
speed up their learning curve 
once they get in here for pre-
season camp.”
 
Reach David Harten 
at sports@wkuherald.com.
“Coming early 
is big. We’ve 
been getting 
the technique 




Club & Intramural Roundupt
u Western’s Roller 
Hockey Club recorded 
its first-ever shutout this 
past weekend, beating the 
Smashing Pumpkins, 20-
0. Seniors Brandon Payne, 
Eric Williams and Ryan 
Murphy and junior Alex 
Sherman all had hat tricks. 
“The team is having a 
lot of fun and feeling pretty 
good,” Williams said. “We 
did pretty well, and I expect 
us to play well the rest of 
the season.”
u The men’s rugby team 
will travel to Louisville on 
Saturday, where it will 
take part in a clinic with 
Louisville’s rugby team.
Following the clinic, 
Western’s team will compete 
against Southern Indiana, 
followed by a match against 
Louisville.
u Both men’s and women’s 
intramural softball started their 
seasons April 9, and the season 
play will continue at the Hattie 
L. Preston Intramural Sports 
Complex until the tournament 
begins on April 30.  
The first and second 
rounds of the tournament will 
be played on Monday, April 
30, and Tuesday, May 1. The 
championship will be on May 
1 as well, immediately follow-
ing the second round.
u The Ultimate Frisbee 
Club will be hosting a tour-
nament this Saturday and 
Sunday at the intramural 
complex. Matches will be 
played Saturday from 9 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. and on Sunday from 
9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
u The Tennis Club is traveling 
this Saturday to compete against 
the University of Kentucky. 
Matches begin at 1 p.m. 
u The Dodgeball Club will 
be playing this Sunday from 
2 to 4 p.m. at the Preston 
Center. 
  — Ed Lukins
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4
Even when Ridings is includ-
ed in the game next year, his 
name won’t be associated with 
his supposed image.
NCAA rules and regulations 
prohibit the use of names of col-
legiate athletes in games. 
According to 12.5.1 (h) of 
the NCAA Division I manual, 
“Items that include an indi-
vidual student-athlete’s name, 
picture or likeness other than 
informational items may not be 
sold.”
The game allows users to 
manually enter in names of 
players, even change attributes 
and stats, but the default iden-
tification for the players are 
either roster numbers or ran-
domly generated names.
Senior right-handed pitcher 
Liam Shanahan said E.A. Sports 
didn’t do a good job with con-
structing Western’s team and 
thought there were a number of 
inaccuracies.
“It’d be a lot cooler if it 
depicted the team correctly,” 
he said. “I don’t think anyone’s 
right. I think I’m a left-handed 
outfielder.”
Shanahan said the creators 
of the game probably focused 
more on the teams that play in 
the College World Series.
A controversial issue with 
sports games has always 
involved whether player and 
team ratings are accurate.
According to an interview 
between the game’s produc-
er Ben Brinkman and Game 
Vortex, a video game Web 
site, E.A. Sports decides how 
talented the players’ digital 
counterparts are based on the 
stats that make up NCAA 
baseball.
With this in mind, some 
players might be conscious of 
how well they perform in regard 
to how they will be depicted in 
the game.  
Ridings said, however, that 
he has never thought about 
that when pitching in an actual 
game.
“It would be nice to be good 
in the game, though,” Ridings 
said.   
Western is ranked 115 out 
of the 128 teams in the 2006 
version, according to IGN 
Entertainment’s Web site.
Shanahan said he’s not 
affected at all by Western’s 
poor ratings in the game.
“It doesn’t matter what E.A. 
Sports says,” he said. “I don’t 
think most athletes care what 
people think or say. They play 
because they like to play.”
Shanahan said the situa-
tion is similar to how the the 
Toppers were expected to finish 
around the bottom of the Sun 
Belt Conference.
This season, Western 
already has defeated Troy, the 
defending conference champi-
on, 14-5 on March 30 and 13-
1 on March 31. The Toppers 
were four innings away from 
taking the series against 
Louisiana-Lafayette on April 
7. The Ragin’ Cajuns (28-9, 
13-5 SBC) have the best record 
in the Sun Belt.
“And we haven’t even played 
our best yet,” Shanahan said.
Whether or not video 
games depicting collegiate 
sports are beneficial or det-
rimental to current players, 
they may show some signifi-
cance eventually.
Ridings said that even if he 
doesn’t appreciate the game 
while still playing collegiate 
ball, he could enjoy it in the 
future. 
“Down the road I can go 
back and play it and say, ‘That’s 
me,’” Ridings said.
 




Check out the Herald 
sports team’s podcast 




Foundation to host 
event featuring base-
ball team
Some Western fans will be 
able to leave their wallets at 
home.
The Hilltopper Athletic 
Foundation will be showing its 
appreciation for its members 
during the “HAF Fun & Sun 
Day With Hilltopper Baseball” 
on April 28 as Western hosts 
Arkansas-Little Rock at 3 p.m. 
at Denes Field.
Members of HAF will be 
offered two free tickets to the 
game, as well as free burg-
ers, hot dogs and drinks on the 
“Rally Alley” left field deck.
Members can reserve the 
tickets by calling the ticket 
office by April 23 at 1-800-5 
BIGRED.
 — Jason Stamm
Visual Voice
@experience it  wkuherald.com
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4
Junior Michael Haverfield 
shot even par in the second 
round, but was unable to 
overcome a 76 and 77 on 
the first and third rounds and 
finished tied for 27th with a 
nine-over 225. 
The Lady Toppers’ scores 
steadily improved in the second 
and third rounds, but they were 
unable to overcome a first round 
score of 334, and finished in 
10th place with a 101-over-par 
965 for the tournament.
Senior Megan Pendergraff 
had the highest place for 
Western, overcoming a first 
round score of 81 to place 10th 
with a score of 12-over 228.
“Megan is a great player,” 
assistant coach Lindsay King 
said. “She can focus in on what 
she needs to do and accomplish 
the jobs.”
Senior Sarah Colbert tied 
for 41st place with a score of 
28-over 244.
“Confidence was the key on 
the later rounds,” Colbert said. 
“Everybody improved in the 
end.”
The tournament was 
emotional for several of the 
seniors who were playing their 
last round as college athletes, 
Colbert said.
“I was kind of excited and 
sad,” Colbert said. “It didn’t 
really hit until (yesterday) 
morning. Once I finished 
putting out on the 18th hole 
I just kind of broke down 
because I knew that was my 
last round.”
Johnston said he felt the 
same way.
“I really knew this was 
the tournament I was looking 
forward to my whole career,” 
Johnston said. “I really felt like 
I played the best I could, and 
I’m pleased with how I ended 
my college career.”
Louisiana-Lafayette took 
the men’s title with a team 
score of 869. The University 
of Denver won the  women’s 
title for the fourth straight 
year with a final score of 
893. 
	
Reach Chris Acree 
at sports@wkuherald.com.
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•••••••••••••••••••
1328 Adams St., very nice, 
2 & 3 bedroom apt., $375 & 
$475/mo., no pets, lease and 
deposit required. Call 846-2397
•••••••••••••••••••
Stonehenge area. Leasing 1 and 





The College Heights Herald screens ads 
for misleading or false claims but cannot 
guarantee any ad or claim. Please use 
caution when answering ads, especially 
when asked to send money or provide 
credit card information.
Publisher’s Notice: All real estate advertised 
in this newspaper is subject to the Fair 
Housing Act of 1968 which makes it illegal 
to advertise “any preference, limitation, or 
discrimination based on race, color, religion, 
sex, or national origin, handicapped status, 
families with children, or any intention 
to make such a preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” This newspaper will not 
knowingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
Our readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper are 
available on an equal opportunity basis. 
Please notify the Fair Housing Council at 
502-583-3247 or 1-800-558-3247 if you feel 
there has been a violation.
For Rent For Rent Help Wanted
Miscellaneous
•••••••••••••••••••
Guys and girls haircuts $5.00. 





 3 and 4 Bedroom 
Duplexes. Two-car garage. 
$950-995 per mo. Location 
near water park. 782-1863
•••••••••••••••••••
Close to WKU. Efficiency 
apartment. $275/mo. + deposit 
& some utilities. 2 Br. $425 




1 BR $539; 2 BR $579
3 Minutes to Campus!
New Hardwood! Sparkling 
Pool! Now Pre-Leasing for 




Quiet, furnished room. 
All utilities paid. Very close 




Mid-South Paint and Design 
is looking for a hardworking 
person for deliveries, sales and 
greeting public. 20 to 30 hrs. 
Weekdays, Mon - Fri, 
Saturdays 8-12, no nights. 
Qualifications include 
friendliness, dependable, paint 
knowledge and self starter. Call 









* One and Two Bedrooms
*Close to Campus






Samurai Steak and Sushi now 
hiring waitress. Part-time and 
full-time positions available. 
Call 615-473-4170.
•••••••••••••••••••
Help Wanted Help Wanted
Need motivated, energetic, and caring individual to be a 
mentor, teacher and role-model for a young man with a 
developmental disability. Duties include help with self-care, 
pursuing meaningful opportunities in the community and 
assisting the person to achieve personal goals. Qualified 
applicants will be at least 18 years of age and have a High 
School Diploma/GED, be available to work daytime/evening 
hours M-F, have reliable transportation and current driver’s 
license and insurance. Contact Jennifer Nalley @ 901-5000 
ext. 1207 for more information. A pply on-line at 
www.lifeskills.jobs <http://www.lifeskills.jobs>
•••••••••••••••••••
Babysitting for the Summer. 
2 boys. Hours 5:30 am to 




Looking for several part-time 
and/or full-time people for 
summer/year round 
employment. We have inside 
and outside positions available. 
Previous experience is 
helpful, but not required. 
Fun working atmosphere. Paid 
holidays plus bonus package. 
Apply in person at 
1260 Campbell Ln. Suite 100.
•••••••••••••••••••
 Part-time nanny / childcare
provider for infant twins. 





Work in Nashville 
this Summer.
















House for sale by owner. Close 
to WKU. 3 bdrm, 2 bath, 
hardwood floors, sunroom, 





Local agent visiting church 
camps. Work with foster and 
special needs children. Room 
and board paid, plus $75/per 
day. Transportation available. 
Call Jim Reed 270-782-6133 
for more info.
•••••••••••••••••••
Bear Creek Aquatic Camp is 
seeking a mature, responsible 
health supervisor for the 
summer. Nursing or Health 
field experience is a plus, 
but not required. Contact 
502.636.0900 ext. 234 or 
arehs@kyanags.org. 






Apply in Person. 
908 Broadway Avenue.
No Phone Calls Please.
For Rent
Available Immediately:
Large 4 Bedroom, 4 Bath 
House. Large Bedrooms with 
Walk-In Closets. 
Newly Remodeled Inside. 
$1,100 per month + utilities. 
1303 Center St., near 
New SAE House. 
535-1155 or 782-7885.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4
Hightower (0-2) threw 85 
pitches over five innings, giving 
up six runs off five hits with six 
strikeouts and no walks.
Only two of those runs were 
earned, though.
“(Hightower) didn’t get 
much help,” freshman pitcher 
Matt Ridings said, “and he only 
threw one or two bad pitches.”
Finwood said the 
defense’s performance was 
uncharacteristic because it has 
been strong all season.
The Cardinals had six batters 
to collect two or more hits.
Freshman left fielder Tyler 
Bumgarner was the only Topper 
to collect more than one hit. 
Bumgarner went 2-4 with an 
RBI double to right-center field 
in the bottom of the fifth inning, 
which scored junior center 
fielder Scott Kaskie. 
Kaskie went 1-2 with two 
walks.
Senior third baseman Scotty 
Colt extended his hitting streak 
to 11 games. Colt scored a run 
along with his lone hit in the 
fourth inning.
“They’re a young club,” 
McDonnell said. “I know 
Chris Finwood is doing a great 
job with these guys. I think 
they’re going to compete in 
the upper half of the (Sun 
Belt), and I think they’ve 
got a good chance to make a 
good run in the conference 
tournament.” 
The	 Toppers	 travel	 to	
Louisiana-Monroe (23-15, 11-6 
SBC) at 6 p.m. tomorrow for a 
weekend conference series.
“We’ve got to clear (Tuesday) 
out of our minds and get back 
to playing a good brand of 
baseball,” Finwood said.
Tops sign another     
for 2007
Drew Morgan, a middle 
infielder out of Winter Springs 
(Florida) High School, has 
signed a National Letter of 
Intent and will join the 2007 
recruiting class with the nine 
others who committed last 
fall. 
Morgan is a native of 
Longwood, Fla., and helped 
Winter	 Springs	 to	 a	 national	
rank in Baseball America’s top 
20.
	
Reach Will Perkins 
at sports@wkuherald.com.
Daniel Houghton/Herald
Western center fielder Scott Kaskie bobbles a fly ball on Tuesday against Louisville. The 
Cardinals won at Denes field 14-3.
Crumble
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  p a g e  1 4
The Lady Toppers got six 
runs on 13 hits and had a 
late-inning rally that would 
ensure Western wouldn’t 
need an extension to get the 
job done.
The Lady Toppers were 
trailing 2-1 going into the top 
of the sixth of the inning. 
Then senior center fielder 
Renikka Tolliver scored on 
freshman catcher Rachelle 
Boucher’s single to right field. 
Sophomore right fielder Sam 
Cronk then doubled to score 
Boucher. Senior left fielder 
Alana Towns scored Cronk 
with a ground ball through the 
right side of the infield.
Tolliver and Boucher both 
scored in the seventh inning to 
make the score 6-2.
“I think we weren’t as 
keen on driving the ball 
opposite field in the first 
couple innings,” Lawson 
said. “After they scored their 
runs I think we decided we 
better fight and go ahead and 
win the game.”
Boucher led Western with 
four hits, two RBIs and one 
run.
Freshman third baseman 
Lindsay Antone added her 
fourth double of the season.
Lipscomb junior first 
baseman Heather Collins 
cut the defecit to two with a 
two-run home run 
in the bottom of 
the seventh. With 
two outs, Towns 
committed a rare 
error, dropping a 
fly ball in left field. 
The error was her 
first this season. 
“She’s allowed 
to have one, she’s 
human, I think,” 
sophomore	 pitcher	
Ryan Rogge said.
Rogge gave up 10 hits but 
closed out the Lady Bison with 
a runner on third base each of 
the first four innings.
“When she’s throwing well 
like she was today she gets a lot 
of strikeouts in key situations,” 
Lawson said.
Rogge and Boucher worked 
together to keep a run off 
the board after a passed ball 
reached the backstop. 
“It shouldn’t have ever been 
dropped in the first place,” 
Boucher said. “All that was 
going through my head was 
that I better make up for it.”
Boucher managed to track 
the ball down and make the 
toss to Rogge, covering home 
plate, just in time to apply the 




have been pure 
athleticism, but it 
was more luck,” 
Rogge said.




has committed a 
team-high 15 errors probably 
had her best defensive outing 
against Lipscomb.
The Lady Toppers host 
North Texas Saturday and 
Sunday for three games at 
the WKU Softball Complex. 
They swept the Mean Green in 
2006.




have been pure   
athleticism, but 
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By Wi l l Pe r k i n s
Herald reporter
An abundant number of 
the 1,042 spectators wore red 
apparel and enthusiastically 
cheered for their team Tuesday 
night at Denes Field.
There were Topper fans pres-
ent as well.
Louisville’s posse trav-
eled to Bowling Green, and 
its cheers echoed loud in 
Western’s campus.
The chants grew stronger 
as the night progressed, and 
it reached a climax when the 
Cardinals defeated the Toppers 
14-3.
“We picked a great night, 
great crowd and all that to play 
probably our worst game of 
the year, unfortunately,” coach 
Chris Finwood said.
Louisville (25-11) out-hit 
Western 17-7, allowing the 
Toppers (15-19, 7-8 Sun Belt 
Conference) to score in only 
two innings. 
The Cardinals crossed the 
plate in six different innings, 
four of them with multiple runs, 
racking up five runs in the sev-
enth inning.
“It got out of hand a little 
bit for them,” Cardinals’ coach 
Dan McDonnell said. “They 
gave us some second chances; 
we capitalized on it.” 
Western committed four 
errors in the outing.
“We probably could have 
had six,” Finwood said.
All four Topper errors led to 
unearned runs.
“The only good thing that 
happened (Tuesday) was I 
thought (sophomore) Matt 
Hightower pitched pretty well,” 
Finwood said.
SportS
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Notable
•Western’s 6-4 win over Lipscomb 
in game two on Tuesday put the 
Lady Toppers at the .500 mark for 
the first time since Feb. 17. Western 
has now won seven games in a row. 
      Sports editor Jason Stamm:
sports@wkuherald.com
Photo editor Sarah Wright:
photo@wkuherald.com
Contact:






M K CYAN MEGENTA YELLOW BLACK
Tops crumble in front 
of Cardinal crowd
Baseball
S e e  C r u m b l e ,  p a g e  1 3





By An d r e W ro B i n s o n
Herald reporter
NASHVILLE — On tax day 2007, the Lady 
Toppers found themselves neither owing nor 
getting anything back.
They broke even.
With a 6-4 victory over Lipscomb at Draper 
Diamond on Tuesday, the Lady Toppers’ record 
was at a place it hadn’t been since Feb. 17: the 
.500 mark. 
The sweep was the Lady Topper’s third con-
secutive series sweep.
Western (23-23, 6-6 SBC) won the first game 
of the doubleheader 3-0, extending its winning 
streak to seven.
Jennifer Kempf pitched a complete-game 
shutout in the first game. She notched her sixth 
consecutive win this season.
“With such a young team, to be able to fight 
back to get this point shows they have matured 
through the season and worked really hard,” 
coach Rachel Lawson said.
No need to audit Western’s effort in the 





By Ch r i s AC r e e
Herald reporter
While most people play golf at Disney World 
for fun, the men’s and women’s teams played 
for keeps as they traveled to Orlando, Fla., over 
the weekend to compete in 
the Sun Belt Conference 
Championships.
The men’s team stayed 
steady at sixth place the 
entire tournament and fin-
ished with a 29-over-par 
893. The Toppers were 
unable to defend their 
conference championship 
after winning the tourna-
ment for the first time last 
season.
The tournament was 
played at both the Eagle 
Pines and Magnolia cours-
es.
Leading the Toppers 
was senior Nick Johnston. 
After scoring an even-par 
72 in the first round, he 
scored a 73 in the second 
and third rounds to finish with a two-over-par 
218, tied for 10th place. 
“Nick had three really solid rounds,” coach 
Brian Tirpak said. “I was really proud of him 
and happy for him.”
S e e  S e n i o r S ,  p a g e  1 3
When people play video games, they are ultimately pretending 
to be someone or something other than themselves.
There are exceptions to this fantasy concept, however.
Collegiate athletes may have enough to do already — practice, 
class, games, homework, social life — but they can enjoy an 
afternoon of tranquility in their own rooms playing a game — as 
themselves.
While collegiate football and men’s basketball players have 
been able to interact with themselves in games for some time, col-
legiate baseball players haven’t had the luxury until recently. 
The first official college baseball game released was Electronic 
Arts’ MVP 06 NCAA Baseball on Jan. 18, 2006. E.A. Sports has 
since made a 2007 version.
The original game featured 128 universities and 19 ballparks, 
according to IGN Entertainment’s Web site.
Each release of the game uses the previous season’s roster, so 
this year’s sophomores are freshmen in the current version.
Freshman pitcher Matt Ridings said he has played the game as 
Western.
Although he won’t be included in the game until next year, 
Ridings said he liked the thought of it. 
“It’s pretty cool to say you are on a video game,” Ridings said.
2006
Electronic Arts released 
the first official college 
baseball game Jan. 18 of 
this year.
128
Number of universities 
featured in the original 
game.
19
Number of ballparks 
featured in MVP 06 NCAA 
Baseball.
115
Rank of Western among 
128 teams in the 2006 
version.
topon
of their game 
By Wi l l Pe r k i n s u  he r A l d r e P o r t e r
“It’s pretty 
cool to say you 




S e e  g a m e ,  p a g e  1 2
Baseball players play themselves in video games
Daniel Houghton/Herald
Louisville first baseman Jorge Castillo tags out Western’s Wade Gaynor as he slides 
back to first Tuesday night at Denes Field. The Cardinals won the game 14-3, dropping the 
Hilltoppers’ record to 15-19.
Men:
u Team finished 
sixth with a 29-
over-par 893.
u Senior Nick 
Johnston led the 
Toppers, finishing 
with a two-over-par 
218, tied for 10th 
place.
Women:
u Team finished 
10th with a 101-
over-par 965.
u Senior Megan 
Pendergraff led 
Western, finishing 
12-over-par 228, 
placing 10th.
By the numbers:
